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PROVINCETOWN — 
Fun fact: drinking helps 
grow trees.

“It’s something you can 
feel good about while 
doing something bad,” 
says Sherry Dranch, a 
trustee of the Province-
town Conservation Trust. 
She is also the treasurer 
of its Corks for Trees pro-
gram, in which people 
donate used corks from 
wine, champagne, and 
liquor bottles. Crafters buy 
them and the proceeds go 
towards purchasing and 
planting greenery.

“We take the money 
and we plant trees, shrubs 
and other native vegeta-
tion on damaged areas in 
Provincetown lands that 
have been wrecked,” says 
Dranch. “It takes corks 
out of our waste stream 
and helps restore native 
habitat.”

Crafters buy corks from 
the Conservation Trust 
through eBay to make an 
unusual variety of cre-
ations, from birdhouses 
and trivets to bustiers — 
no kidding — and more.

The Corks for Trees pro-
gram germinated in 2007 
after Dennis Minsky, chair 
of the town’s open space 
committee and a trustee 
of the trust, heard about 
a similar program in 
Harwich. Someone told 
Minsky that the Harwich 
program had earned about 
$1,000 selling corks.

“I said, ‘Wow, if they can 
make $1,000 in Harwich, 
imagine what we could 
make here,’ ” says Minsky.

He recruited help from 
Celine Gandolfo, a fellow 
member of the open space 
committee, and together 
they tried to get it going. 
But Minsky says the pro-
gram “limped” for a long 
time.

Finally they tapped 
D r a n c h  a n d  K a r e n 
Leighton, an open space 
volunteer. The two went 
to work spreading the 
word about the program 
and collecting corks. To 
date, they have gathered 
between 50,000 and 
70,000 corks. While they 
don’t weigh much indi-
vidually, try to pick up a 
whole bag and you’ll dis-
cover how this small item 
can become a burden on 
the environment.

“We collect so many 
corks per year,”  says 
Dranch. “Tens of thou-
sands keep on coming 
through the system.”

“People really jumped 
on board,” says Leighton, 

adding that she was sur-
prised by the number of 
corks that poured in.

“Corks invaded my 
living room,” Leighton 
says, laughing. “I would 
sort them — plastic corks, 
champagne corks, and 
stoppers — and put them 
into jars. Then, of course, 
my grandson’s three little 
kids would come over and 
loved dumping them into 
one big pile. So now I have 
to hide them.”

“I can’t tell you how 
many corks people are 
using and how much 
people are drinking,” 
Dranch adds.

Dranch hides her collec-
tion from her poodle. “If I 
drop a cork my poodle will 
fi nd it and I will fi nd cork 
crumbs everywhere,” she 
says.

There are two dedicated 
cork drop-off  stations, at 
Yardarm Liquors on Con-
well Street and Pennies 
Wine & Spirits on Shank 
Painter Road.

“They are great,” says 
Dranch. “Individuals 
can drop off  corks there. 
Sometimes we can fill a 
whole bathtub with corks.”

Donors can contact 

Dranch and Leighton 
by sending an email to 
pctcorks@gmail.com or 
a message through the 
trust’s Facebook page.

“I have one man who I 
meet from Harwich and 
he brings me his Prius 
full of mostly champagne 
corks,” says Dranch.

Restaurants are also big 
contributors, says Leigh-
ton, along with Truro 
Vineyards.

“We have about 20 busi-
nesses that donate corks 
to our program,” says 
Dranch.

“The Lobster Pot had 
someone on staff that 
worked with corks and 
he constructed a replica 
of the monument,” says 

Leighton. “And Ross’ 
Grill made a lobster and 
painted the corks red with 
Patrón corks as the eyes. 
It’s amazing what some 
people create.”

Minsky says one of his 
favorite cork creations is 
by a man who used plas-
tic corks to make a lizard 
cage. Since it’s made of 
plastic, you can hose it 
down and it won’t get 
moldy, he says.

“We get some impos-
sible requests, too,” says 
Dranch. “Some people 
only want French corks 
from French bottles of 
wine.”

The price on eBay 
depends on the type of 
cork and the number of 

corks per box. A box of 
400 natural corks (no 
champagne, no synthet-
ics) sells for $32. A box of 
50 multi-colored plastic 
corks is $17.75. Natural 
champagne corks are $21 
for a box of 250 to 275.

Dranch says it wasn’t 
until about three years ago 
that the program really 
started making money.

“In any good month we 
are grossing about 800 
bucks, and eBay takes a 
percentage,” she says. In 
the past two years they’ve 
made about $12,000 
through the program.

“This is really not about 
money,” Dranch adds. 
“What’s important is get-
ting more volunteers and 
getting more corks out 

of the waste stream. It’s 
about the work, and we 
work really hard.”

Dranch says it took 
about 14,000 corks to 
help pay for the recent 
fl owering tree and native 
plantings at the B-Street 
Community  Garden, 
which helps attract mon-
arch butterfl ies.

Depending  on  the 
month, the number of 
corks donated and sold 
fluctuates.  The high 
season is just beginning.

“We usually get a pre-
holiday rush,” says Dranch. 
“Lots of people like to 
do crafts for Christmas 
things. And a lot of people 
are drinking more around 
the holidays.”

Put a cork in it and help plant some trees

This elaborate birdhouse made from wine corks was one of many creations 
shown at a recent presentation put on by the Provincetown Conservation Trust. 
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The female figure in cork form. 

Corks hold in more than wine. 

Cork artwork done by Patrick Flanagan was part of 
the display of cork art by the Provincetown Conser-
vation Trust.


